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moral impressions by means of more or less authentic material.
At best, it produces a temporary emotional glow; at worst,
callous indifference to moralizing. The assistance which may
be given by history to a more intelligent sympathetic under-
standing of the social situations of the present in which indi-
viduals share is a permanent and constructive moral asset.
Summary. — It is the nature of an experience to have im-
plications which go far beyond what is at first consciously
noted in it. Bringing these connections or implications to
consciousness enhances the meaning of the experience. Any
experience, however trivial in its first appearance, is capable cf
assuming an indefinite richness of significance by extending
its range of perceived connections. Normal communication
with others is the readiest way of effecting this development
for it links up the net results of the experience of the group and
even the race with the immediate experience of an individual.
By normal communication is meant that in which there is a
joint interest, a common interest, so that one is eager to give
and the other to take. It contrasts with telling or staling
things simply for the sake of impressing them upon another,
merely in order to test him to see how much he has retained
and can literally reproduce.
Geography and history are the two great school resources
for bringing about the enlargement of the significance of a
direct personal experience. The active occupations described
in the previous chapter reach out in space and time with re-
spect to both nature and man. Unless they are taught for
external reasons or as mere modes of skill their chief educa-
tional value is that they provide the most direct and interest-
ing roads out into the larger world of meanings stated in his-
tory and geography. While history makes human implica-
tions explicit and geography natural connections, these sub-
jects are two phases of the same living whole, since the life
of men in association goes on in nature, not as an accidental
setting, but as the material and medium of development.

